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45227 km2

Population:
1.3 million
Official language:

Estonian
Other languages
commonly spoken:

English,
Russian

Socio-economic profile

• Average income: 1407 € (2019)
• percentage of population in different income brackets (see next slide)
• Percentage of people living in poverty (https://www.stat.ee/pressiteade-2019-159)
• Absolute poverty: 2.4% (2018)
• Relative poverty: 21,7% (2018)
• Employment rate: 68,4% (2019) https://www.stat.ee/news-release-2020-018
• Unemployment rate: 4.4% (2019) https://www.stat.ee/stat-unemployment-rate
• Number of people receiving social benefits:
• Number of pensioners: 334 028 (2020) https://www.stat.ee/58094 (4% of population)
• Number of disabled people: 154 531 (2019) (12% of population)
• Number of families receiving subsistence allowance: 10 904 (2019) (people 18 719)
https://www.stat.ee/article-2018-06-18-social-protection-expenditure-on-the-rise
https://epikoda.ee/spetsialistile/statistika
https://www.sm.ee/et/toetuste-statistika
Statistics Estonia 2018, 2019 – www.stat.ee

https://www.stat.ee/news-release-2020-060

Education in Estonia what are the reasons behind the success?
School autonomy — or rather autonomy at different levels — schools’
autonomy to make decisions about staff, curricular, finances; teachers’
freedom to upgrade their knowledge; students’ independence to take
responsibility for their learning.
Equity — socio-economic background does not matter!
Teachers — well educated and committed!
Digitally innovative society — e-curiosity already from kindergarten!
Historical background — families value education highly!
The Centre for Innovation in Education at Tallinn University

The history of formal education in Estonia dates back to the 13–14th
centuries when the first monastic and cathedral schools were founded.
By now, Estonia has combined a belief in learning with equal-access
technology to create one of world’s best education systems.
PISA tests have shown that Estonia has been successful in increasing
equity in education – here, everyone has the access to high-quality
education

https://www.educationestonia.org/educational-innovation-in-estoniagetting-ready-for-the-future/

Pre-school education is delivered to children between the ages
of 18 months to 7 years in especially dedicated educational
institutions. The main aim of the early stages education is to
support the child’s family through fostering the child’s growth
and development by taking into account their individuality.

Preschool
education

In Estonia, pre-primary education is not only childcare but also
part of learning with a curriculum and substantive and
methodological activities.

94% of 4- to 7-year-olds participate in the activities of preschool institutions.

Basic
education

Basic education serves as the mandatory minimum of
general education requirement, which can be acquired
either partially in primary schools (grades 1 to 6), basic
schools (grades 1 to 9) or upper secondary schools that
also teach basic school curricula.

Acquisition of basic education grants the right to
continue studies to acquire secondary education.

Graduating the basic school requires that the student
learns the curriculum at least a satisfactory level together
with passing three basic school graduation exams.

General
secondary
education

General secondary education is acquired at the upper secondary school
level. Upper secondary schools are designed to help students become
creative, multi-talented, socially mature and reliable citizens.
The study programme at upper secondary school is arranged into
mandatory and voluntary courses. Studies last for 3 years.
In order to graduate, students must complete a curriculum consisting of
96 individual courses as a minimum.
At the end of their studies, students must pass three state exams and
school examinations.
Attaining general secondary education entitles students to continue their
studies at a higher educational institution or to obtain vocational
education.

Vocational education serves the purpose of fostering the knowledge, skills and attitudes,
occupational know-how and the social readiness required for working, participating in
social life and participating in the lifelong learning process. Vocational education can be
obtained: after basic school as vocational secondary education (length: 3-4 years) or as
vocational skills only without general education (length: 3 months to 2.5 years).

Vocational
education

Vocational education is free of charge, regardless of age, educational background, and
individual needs.

There are close collaborations with companies in curriculum development and in creating
opportunities for apprenticeship.

Moving from vocational education to higher education and vice versa is becoming
increasingly popular.

Higher
education
and research

.

E-solutions
and
education
policy

During the time between spring 2020 to
spring 2021, the digital technology helped
to continue learning and teaching in
Estonia.

However, the unavoidable prerequisite to
use any e-solution is a good internet
connection and in order to use technology
successfully, we need digital competence,
ie the ability to solve problems with the
help of digital technology.

2020
• Number of general education schools 512 (-1.2%)
• Pupils in stationary general education 155 thousand (1.2%)
• Graduates in stationary basic education 12,672 (6.6%)
• Graduates in stationary secondary education 6,893 (0.7%)
• Pupils in class 1 13.9 thousand (-1.4%)
• Teachers of general education 16,357 (3.2%)
• Secondary schools for adults 12 (-14.3%)

https://www.stat.ee/en/find-statistics/statisticstheme/education/general-education

https://www.stat.ee/en/findstatistics/statistics-theme/education/generaleducation

The Estonian Science Barometer (ESB)
•

has been created to monitor the attitude towards science and research

•

it can be used regularly as an instrument to measure the public opinion about science and research

The representative sample of the Estonian population used, was of the age of 16 and higher and it consisted of 1000 respondents with whom the
phone interviews were carried out.
CONCLUSIONS:
•

the Estonian population is interested in science (66 % are interested).

•

the Estonian population generally trust scientists and researchers (78 % tend to trust).

•

particularly high is interest in science among male respondents younger than 65 years who have an university degree.

•

the Estonian population sees scientists and researchers as experts (89 % agree).

•

the Estonian respondents appreciate the work the researchers and scientists do and even 90 % agree that science need to be financed even if the
results cannot be used for their immediate practical benefits.

•

the state needs to support research more (do agree 87 %) and politicians need to take the expertise by scientists into account in their decisions
(do agree 85 %).

•

there are general expectations that science needs to be communicated more in the public sphere.

https://www.etag.ee/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Eesti_Teadusbaromeeter.pdf
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PISA
The PISA 2018 survey focused on reading, with mathematics, science and
global competence as minor areas of assessment; Estonia did not
participate in the assessment of global competence.
PISA 2018 also included an assessment of young people’s financial literacy,
which was optional for countries and economies. Results for reading,
mathematics and science were released on 3 December
2019 and results for global competence and financial literacy in 2020.

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PISA 2018
• Some 600 000 students completed the assessment in 2018,
representing 79 countries and economies.
• In Estonia, 5 316 students completed the assessment.
• 231 schools participated in the test.
• 75% of students did the test in Estonian, while 25% in Russian.

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PISA 2018 results for Estonia
PISA 2018 shows that Estonian students ranked first among European
countries in all three domains of assessment.
It also placed first in Reading (523 points) and Science (530 points) and
third in Mathematics (523 points) among the OECD countries.
Estonia ranks fifth in Reading, fourth in Science and eighth in
Mathematics among all participating countries and economies.

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PISA 2018 results for Estonia
PISA 2018 demonstrates that the improvement in Reading performance in
particular was marked at the top of the distribution.
The share of top performers in Reading has increased from 6.1% in 2009
to 13.9% in 2018 (OECD mean 8.6%). At the same time, the number of
students performing below the baseline level has decreased from 13.3% in
2009 to 11.1% in 2018 (OECD mean 22.5%).

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PISA 2018 results for Estonia
PISA 2018 shows that the share of top performers in Mathematics has
increased to 15.5% (OECD mean 10.9%). 89.9% of
Estonian students have achieved the baseline level of proficiency in
Mathematics.
Estonian students have shown stable and high results in Science in all PISA
cycles.
8.8% of students have not reached the baseline level (OECD mean 22%)
and 12.2% are top performers (OECD mean
6.8%).

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PIAAC
PIAAC (Programme for the International Assessment of Adult
Competencies) is international survey of adult skills coordinated by OECD.
More than 165,000 people aged 16-65 from 24 countries participated in
this survey in 2011-2012 and additional 9 countries collected data in 20142015.
For Estonia it was a first time to participate in a study that measures
adult’s skills.
Three key information-processing skills were measured in the study:
literacy, numeracy and problem-solving in technology-rich environments.

Source: Ministry of Education and research
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PIAAC Estonia
Several analyses have shown the increasing importance of these skills for
successfully navigating the jobs market and in the modern informationrich society. Not any less important is that these skills are relatively easy to
measure and learn, which means that they can be influenced by shaping
policy. In Estonia, the results of PIAAC were taken into account when
developing the strategy for lifelong learning.
In Estonia, the PIAAC survey was conducted by the Ministry of Education
and Research in cooperation with Statistics Estonia. The implementation of
the survey was funded under the European Social Fund programme
“PIAAC-Estonia”.
More information: http://www.oecd.org/skills/piaac/
Source: Ministry of Education and research
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TALIS
TALIS (The Teaching and Learning International Survey) is the OECD’s Teaching and
Learning International Survey which provides internationally comparative perspective
on conditions of teaching and learning.
The TALIS main survey took place from March to May 2018. From Estonia, 200 schools
with school leaders and a little over 3300 teachers were involved. In the 2018 TALIS,
the 7th-9th class primary school teachers were surveyed. Principals and teachers
completed an 45-minute online survey. The questionnaires examined the professional
development of teachers, the assessment and recognition of teachers, teachers’
pedagogical beliefs, practices and attitudes, and school leadership.
Results: https://www.oecd.org/education/talis/
Source: https://www.innove.ee/en/research/talis-survey/talis-2018/
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Q3 Are you a:
Answered: 52 Skipped: 0

6%
6%

Registered healtcare professional
Healtcare worker

19%

Healtcare student
Healtcare or social service manager or administrator
Member of patient organisation

69%

Other

Q4 What is your gender?
Answered: 52 Skipped: 0

6%

Female
Male

94%

Q5 What is your age?
Answered: 52 Skipped: 0

36,54%

32,69%

25,00%

3,85%
18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

0,00%

1,92%

55-64

65-74

Q6 How long have you worked/volunteered in healtcare
settings?
Answered: 52 Skipped: 0
STUDENT

1,92%

15+ YEARS

46,15%

12-15 YEARS

9,62%

9-12 YEARS

9,60%

6-9 YEARS

11,54%

3-6 YEARS

11,54%

1-3 YEARS

LESS THAN ONE YEAR

7,69%

1,92%

0,00%

5,00%

10,00%

15,00%

20,00%

25,00%

30,00%

35,00%

40,00%

45,00%

50,00%

Q7 What is your highest academic qualification
attained?
Answered: 52 Skipped: 0

36,54%

15,38%

15,38%

13,46%
9,62%
7,69%

1,92%
UPPER SECONDARY

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

BACHELOR COURSE WORK

BACHELOR DEGREE

MASTERS COURSE WORK

MASTERS DEGREE

PHD

Q8 Rate your understanding of the following terms
Answered: 44 Skipped: 8
Thematic analysis
Participant observation
Interview
Grounded theory
Focus group
Saturation
Measurement
Assessment
Bias

Reliability
Validity
Right to withdraw
Mixed methods research
Quantitative research
Qualitative research
Absolute risk
Intention to treat
Meta analysis
Systematic review
Statistical significance

Clinical importance
Randomised controlled trial (RCT)
Relative risk
Informed consent
0%
Never heard the term

20%
Have heard it but don't understand

40%
Have some understanding

60%

80%
Understand quite well

100%
Understand and could explain to others

120%

Q9 In your opinion, what percentage of the patients you meet
or will meet are at risk of poverty or social exclusion?
Answered: 40 Skipped: 12

24%

1

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

Q10 Please indicate how frequently you see patients from the following
backgrounds on a monthly basis when you working/volunteering
Answered: 40 Skipped: 12
People with disabilities

Refugees and asylum seekers

Religious minorities

Ethnic minorities

Single parent

Low education level

Migrants/immigrants

General Population
0%

10%

20%
Always

30%
Usually

About half the time

40%

50%
Seldom

Never

60%

70%

80%

Q11 In your perception, indicate how difficult or easy it is for
the following groups to understand Basic health care
information
Answered: 27 Skipped: 25

People with disabilities

Refugees and asylum seekers

Religious minorities

Ethnic minorities

Single parent

Low educational level

Migrants/Immigrants

General Population
0%

10%

20%
Very easy

Rather easy

30%
Neither difficult nor easy

40%

50%
Rather difficult

Very difficult

60%

70%

80%

Q12 Rate how comfortable you feel or think you would feel to
provide basic health care information to the following groups
Answered: 27 Skipped: 25
People with disabilities

Refugees and asylum seekers

Religious minorities

Ethnic minorities

Single parent

Low educational level

Migrants/Immigrants

General Population
0

10
Very comfortable

20
Rather comfortable

30

40

Neither uncomfortable nor comfortable

50
Rather uncomfortable

60
Very uncomfortable

70

80

Q13 In the past year, how often have you:
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27
Every two weeks

Weekle

Daily
52%

Monthly or less

32%

READ PUBLISHED RESEARCH REPORTS AND/OR
ARTICLES

16%

INFORMALLY SHARED AND DISCUSSED
LITERATURE/RESEARCH FINDINGS WITH OTHERS
IN YOUR WORKPLACE/ORGANISATION

0%

0%

4%
0%

4%

8%

16%

24%

28%

24%

44%

48%

Never

FORMALLY SHARED AND DISCUSSED
LITERATURE/RESEARCH FINDINGS WITH OTHERS
IN YOUR DEPARTMENT/ORGANISATION

Q14 Where do you usually obtain information about
new research?
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

Online social networks

Symposia, congresses

Internet search

Colleagues

Your institution library/subscription

Professional networks newsletters

0%

5%

10%

15%
Always

20%
Often

Sometimes

25%
Seldom

30%
Never

35%

40%

45%

50%

Q15 Do you have access to the publications you need?
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

32%

68%

Yes. I can access the majority oh
all the publications I need (open
access and standard subscription
based).
No. I´m relying on open access
publications only.

Q16 Indicate the search methods you use for finding
new research.
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27
Sometimes

Often

Always

28%

8%

8%

0%

8%

12%

16%

16%

12%

12%

12%

16%

20%

28%

28%

20%

28%

40%

44%

Seldom

44%

Never

ONLINE DATABASES (LIKE PUBMED CENTRAL,
OVID, MEDLINE, FREE MEDICAL JOURNALS,
...)

GENERAL SEARCH ENGINES (GOOGLE, BING,
DUKDUKGO, ...)

SEARCH ENGINES FOR SCIENTIFIC
PUBLICATIONS (GOOGLE SCHOLAR,
MICROSOFT ACADEMIC RESEARCH,
RESEARCHGATE,...)

INSTITUTION LIBRARY SEARCH

Q17 Rate your ability to search for relevant research?
0 = Very poor
100 = Very Good
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

50

1

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Q18 To what extent you agree or disagree with the
following statements:
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27
Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly agree

I WANT TO LEARN FROM NEW
RESEARCH

I ENJOY STUDYING

20%

16%

16%

16%

I MAKE TIME TO READ RESEARCH

0%

0%

0%

8%
0%

0%

0%

8%

16%

24%

32%

40%

44%

48%

52%

60%

Strongly disagree

MY WORKLOAD IS TOO GREAT FOR ME
TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH ALL THE
NEW EVIDENCE

Q19 Have you published a peer-reviewed article?
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

28%
Yes

72%

No

Q20 Have you participated in research activities?
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

Yes
52%

48%

No

Q21 How important do you think research is?
0 = Not at all important
100 = Very important
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

1

89

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Q22 How important is it for people like yourself to
understand research?
0 = Not at all important
100 = Very important
Answered: 25 Skipped: 27

86
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